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From the History of the People of God by Father Berruyer. 
(TRANSLATED.) 

The ministry of Jesus Christ was due to the Phoenicians or Syro 
Phoenicians, beeause under that name was comprehended one of the 
tribes of Israek The tribes of Asher as well as of Tabulon and 
Naphtali had not destroyed, in conformity with the order of the 
Most High, all the idolaters of the section of country allotted to 
them. In consequence of which, upon their return from the Assy- 
rian captivity, the Jews being confounded with the Canaanites, they 
all were called by the general appellation mentioned above. They, 
therefore, composed a part of the flock confided to the vigilance of 
Jesus Christ during the time of his personal appearance. This was 
a portion of country which was to be cultivated by his own hands. He 
went to offer them the light of which they were the more in want, as 
they were environed by idolaters, and were denied, by the remoteness 
of their situation, those advantages which an habitual and frequent 
intercourse with the holy city afforded. For notwithstanding the 
people of Jerusalem obstinately persisted in their rejection of the 
Messsiab, the worship of false gods was not yet to be numbered 
among their offences. It would seem that the historians spoke of 
this excursion of their divine master only to inform us in general, 
that no part of the Jewish people were neglected by him, and to 
contrast with the infidelity of the children of Abraham—the faith of 
a woman descended from the idolatrous indigines of the country. 
Upon his arriva! in Phoenicia, in the neighbourhood of Tyre and Si- 
don, Jesus resolved to pass the night in a little town, apparently 
inhabited by idolatrous Phoenicians, and intended to spend it in re- 
tirement and alone. He did not wish to be known to any person, 
and communicated that wish to his disciples. A woman of the 
country, however, anticipated his coming, and followed him, even 
into the house she saw him euter, with so much courage that she at- 
shieved as it were by violence the miracle which she sought. 

It is difficult to conceive, considering the precautions taken by 
our Saviour, how this woman becamé acquainted with the journey 
he meditated in this country. Perhaps, not being an idolatress, but, 
likelmany other foreigners who came from time to time to Jerusalem, 
to offer up their homa.e, a worshipper of the true God, she was more 
attentive than others of her own country, to what was passing in 
Palestine, and observed with curiosity and interest the movements 
of Jesus, who was known at that time in Syria and Phoenicia, under 
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the name of the Son of David, promised to the children of Israel for 
their deliverer and Messiah. Perhaps, likewise, the blessed Saviour 
seeing her faith and wishing to recompense it, obliged the denon, 
that afflicted her daughter, to comptain of the coming of his con- 
queror, into a country where he considered himself beyond the 
sphere of his miraculous power. 

However this may have been, Jesus Christ, who, according to the 
general econemy of his mercy, did not yet manifest himself to the 
Gentiles, and was to make it apparent to the apostles that he avoid- 
ed all intercourse with them, designed by a special determination to 
make himself known to a single Canaanite woman. On her account 
it was that he d.rected his course by the little town in which she re- 
sided. The faithful stranger expected him; as soon as he appeared 
she came out of her house and began to follow him. The apostles 
who were about the‘r master, and conceived themselves apprised of 
his intentions, interposed. This was the first obstacle which op- 
cs itself to her ardent desires—but it was not the only one. 

ifficulties multiplied at every step; and it may be said that never 
did the gracious Redeemer cause any one of his miracles to be pur- 
chased so dearly. Not being suffered to approach the Master, she 
raised-her voice and cried out, ‘Have mercy on me, oh Lord, thou 
son of David, my daughter is grievously vexed with a devil; I im- 

lore thy assistance in her favour.”. Jesus heard this humble prayer, 

e was affected by it and even wished to grant it; but, on the other 
hand, he had forbidden his disciples to bestow their cares or atten- 
tion upon the Gentiles, and it was necessary to establish them in 
that course of conduct. In-vain did the distressed mother cry aloud. 
Jesus answered her not a word; he did not seem to hear her and re- 

aid her fervour with an indifference, better calculated to repulse 

er than a direct refusal. She was not, however, disheartened, and 
incessantly continued to cry “Oh Lord, thou son of David, have 
mercy upon me,” Jesus did not yield to her supplications, he passed 
on without even turning his eyes towards her. ‘The apostles partly 
wearied out with her cries, and partly moved by her constancy, be- 
came her intercessors. ‘They came to Jesus wit fe “Yield, Lord, 
we conjure thee to the prayers of this woman, grant her the relief 
she desires for her daughter: We know very well that thou art come 
first to instruct the children of Jacob, but nothing prevents thee in 
passing along to grant the petition of a stranger who so strongly 
manifests her confidence in thee. At least yield to her importuni- 
ty. ‘Thou hearest how she continues incessantly to cry after us.” 
“You know replied Jesus” still going along “that I am sent only 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel; it is in their country alone 
that I am to exercise, during my life, the ministry of prophet and 
apostle; every thing will have its time.” 

The serious manner in which Jesus spoke to his apostles did not 
augur very favourably to the Canaanite women. Jesus did not 
stop, he retired to his lodgings where he wished to remain alone un- 
til the next morning. ‘The afflicted mother followed him, enters 
the house with his disciples, throws herself at his feet and says to 
him, “Oh Lord, thou knowest my distress; thou seest my confidence; 
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do not withhold from me thy succour. “Is it not just,” Jesus coldl 
replied, “to take the childrens bread and cast it to the dogs, wait 
until the children shall have been supplied, thou canst then be pro- 
vided for out of what is left.” What an answer out of the mouth 
of the best of all Masters. the most compassionate of friends, the 
most tender of fathers! The sweetness of his countenance apparent- 
ly softened considerably the harshness of his words, The unction 
of his grace at least consoled the spirit which he seemed willing to 
wound. Thou art right Lord,” answered the Canaanite earnestly 
and humbly; “the bread of the children should not be cast to the 
dogs; and this is not what I implore at thy hands. Yet the dogs eat 
of the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table. They are not 
envied on account of what escapes from the children; to this do I 
confine myself. Thou dispensest with profusion thy favours to the 
descendants of Abraham; | only aspire to the sma!lest of those.be- 
nefits which thou so bounteously bestowed upon them.”? O woman, 
“replied Jesus” great is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt, 
because thou hast prayed with humility and persevered with con- 
stancy, thou art heard and thy petition is granted, B05 return to thy 
house, thou wilt find thy daughter freed from the demon. At the 
moment in which I am speaking to thee the evil spirit abandons 
her.” The Canaanite did not doubt; she runs to her house; she findg 
her daughter lying upon the bed weak indeed, but forever delivered 
from the influence of her persecutor. This success although mira- 
culous ought not to surprise us; it is the fruit of a lively faith, of an 
ardent desire, of an unlimited confidence, of a tried perseverance. 
There must necessarily be wanting some one of these particulars to 
our prayers, when they proved unavailing. 


AMICUS. 
RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 
FOREIGN. 


BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
Fourteenth Anniversary. 


(Continued from page 297, vol. 3.) 
CEYLON. 

The Columbo Auxiliary Bible Society continues to manifest a 
laudable anxiety to give effect to the design of its institution. 

An event has indeed occurred—the lamented decease of Mr. 
William Tolfrey—which, while it deprived the Society of a most 
able, disinterested, and indefatigable co-adjutor, threatened to in- 
volve its translation business in inextricable perplexity. At the 
time of his dissolution, and as a principal cause, it is believed, of 
that premature occurrence, Mr Tolfrey was engaged in revising 
the translation of the New-Testament into Cingalese, and making 
an entirely new translation of it into the Pali dialect, with Mr. 
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Tolfrey, it was to have been apprehended that these two works, s0 
important to the propagation of Christianity in the island. would 
have fallen to the grounds but, through the good providence of God 

such an evil was averted. In the Rev. Messrs. Chater and Clough 

and Mr. Armour, persons were found on whom these undertakings 
might be devolved: aad there is reason to hope, that, by their uni- 
ted exertions, (with the aid of the learned native employed by the 
be; Mr. Tolfrey,) they will be correctly and satisfactorily comple- 
ted. 

In the mean time, 400 extra copies of St. Matthew,in the Cinga- 
lese, of the New Version, have been dispersed; together with Bi- 
bles and Testaments in the Tamul, Dutch, Portuguese, and English 
languages. 

This distribution has ascertained, in some degree, the value of the 
new translation of the Cingalese Testament, now in hand; the learn- 
ef natives having pronounced it greatly superior to the old, in 
‘clearness, purity, and perspicuity of style.” 

The introduction of the Scriptures among the prisoners in the 
jails, through the instrumentality of the Wesleyan Missionaries, 
has been attended with the happiest success. When Mr. Lynch 
first visited the jail of Jaffna, he found only two of the prisoners 
who could read; and he gave to each a Testament, which they pro- 
mised to read to their fellow-prisoners. In the course of a short 
time, one of them had read the whole to several who were anxious 
to hear it. The jailor reported, that, since this humane attention 
had been shewn to the prisoners, the prison was no longer disturbed 
with the same drunken noise, and gambling, which, before, too fre- 
quently prevailed. A similar reform is stated to have followed the 
employment of the same means among the prisoners in the jail at 
Point de Galle. This reform was characterized, among other things, 
by a particular respect for the Sabbath. “They were formerly,” 
observes the relater, “in the habit of cleansing out the jail on Sun- 
day morning; but now they work after the usual hour on Saturday 
evening; to avoid breaking the fourth commandment.” Such re- 
sults, while they evince the power of the Divine W ord, and that 
under very unfavourable circumstances, demonstrate, at the same 
time, the seasonableness and utility of those exertions by which 
its dissemination is promoted. 

On the bulk of the ignorant and uneducated natives it were pre- 
mature to expect that any considerable impression should yet have 
been made, It does, however, appear, that, in several parts of the 
island, the Scriptures, both in the Tamul and Cingalese dialects, 
have been sought for with great avidity: copies of the latter have 
been eagerly received by the intelligent among the Cingalese, and 
even by several! of the Budhist priesthood, who have of late, in some 
places, been roused to an uncommon degree of inquiry on the sub- 
ject of the christian Scriptures. ‘his disposition has been greatly 
confirmed by the example of certain natives of high rank and su- 
perior information, who, under the influence of Divine Grace, have 


been brought, chiefly through reading the Scriptures, to renounce 




















THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 309 


their idolatry, and make a publick profession of the christian faith. 
The influence of these events has been widely propagated; and, not 
only the superstitious Budhists, but the haughty “Mahomedans 
have begun to manifest an inclination to receive instruction them- 
selves, and to permit their children to partake of the benefit of an 
improved education.” 

t only remains to observe, that the assistance granted from the 
parent Society,both in printing-paper and books, to the Columbo 
Auxiliary, has been beneficialy felt, and gratefully acknowledged. 
Iw the mean time, the contributions derived from the inhabitants, 
(always respectable,) have been considerably augmented by the ser- 
vices ofan Auxiliary committee at Jaffna; and also by a very liber- 
al donation from the Archdeacon of Bombay, during a visit which 
he made to Colombo, in company with the Bishop of Calcutta. It 
I$ a gratification to add, on the authority of the Secretary, that both 
the Bishop and the Archdeacon “expressed great satisfaction at the 
religious exertions that are making in the island. ” 


BOMBAY. 


The society at Bombay has, in the discharge of its duties, paid 
equal attention to the distribution of the Scriptures already in its 
possession, and to the procurement of such new translations as are 
required by the nations inhabiting the shores along which it is ex- 
pected its operations will be extended. 

It having been discovered, that the want of the Scriptures amon 
the soldiers and poorer British inhabitants was greater than had 
been supposed, a depository was opened for the sale, at reduced 
prices, of the Old and New-Testaments, in several European and 
native languages. By this means, the reading of the Scriptures 
has been facilitated among all classes; and there is reason to hope, 
that this measure will be productive of good eflects: as even among 
the military a promising spirit is said to have been awakened; and, 
among the lower order in general, the neglect of the Bible is con- 
sidered to have arisen more from the want of means and opportuni- 
ty of reading it, than from any indifference to the Word of God. 

Beyond the immediate precincts of Bombay, the society has en- 
deavoured to extend its good offices to the Christians at Surat, at 
Kaira in Guzerat, and at Seroor in the neighbourhood of Poonah; 
at each of which places English clergymen are now stationed. 

To the southward of Bombay, on the Malabar Coast, the Commit- 
tee have sent for distribution, some copies of the New-Testament, 
in Portuguese, for the use of the native Christians at Cananore; in 
French, at Mahe; and in Dutch, at Cochin. In the last of these 

laces, (the most interesting of all within the reach of this society,) 
its Committee have presented to the Syrian churches those copies 
of the Syriac Gospel (edited by the late Dr. Buchanan) which had 
been forwarded to them from London for that purpose. This sup- 
ply, though inconsiderable, proved most acceptable to the Syrian 
Bishop'and his clergy; who expressed satisfaction with the man- 
ner in which the printing was executed, and their most earnest de- 
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sire to receive the whole of the Old and New-Testament printed in 
the same manner. This desire will have been to a certain extent 
gratified, by the receipt and perusal of the entire New-Testament; 
copies of which (as has been stated under the head of Masras) are 
now in circulation among them. 

From the Coast of Malabar the Bombay Bible Society’ has endea- 
voured to extend its influence to the distant shores of tie Persian 
Gulf; and it has there distributed several Arabick Bibles, partly 
through the means of the British Resident at Bussorah. 

“A connexion,” as its Committee observes, “seems thus to be 
immediately formed with the Parent Society in London: which, by 
the numerous Societies in Russia and Germany, in the Crimea, and 
even in Georgia; by its correspondence at Constantinople; in parts 
of Asia Minor, and lastly, with the British Resident at Bagdad; has 
established a connexion throughout the vast continent of Europe 
and Asia, from the banks of the Thames to the regions of the Gan- 

es,”? 
¥ JAVA. 

The Java Auxiliary Bible Society, at Batavia, formed under the 
auspices of Sir Thomas Raffles, and eminently indebted to his 
friendship and exertions, has found, in the new Governor-General 
of that settlement, Baron Vander Gapellen, a President from whose 
attachment to the Institution and attention to its proceedings, well- 
founded hopes are entertained of its prosperity and success. 

By the latest accounts, the large supplies of printing paper sent 
by your Society, for an edition of the Scriptures in the Low Ma- 
lay, had been safely received; and the translation into that dialect 
was proceeding in a very satisfactory manner, when the prema- 
ture death of its most assidious and indefatigable Secretary, the 
Rev. Mr. Supper, threw a gloom over the affairs of the Society, and 
occasioned the most painful and distressing embarrassment. From 
this state of perplexity, which overtook the directors in April, 1817, 
they would however, it is hoped, after a short interval, have reco- 
vered; and, in the mean time, it is pleasing to hear them state, 
that, although, “in consequence of the restoration of the island to 
its mother country, they had united themselves with the Nether- 
lands Bible Society, they intended to continue their correspon- 
dence with the British and Foreign Bible Society, and not to lose 
sight of the relation in which they stand to the Parent Institution, 
with which they were at first connected.” 


AMBOYNA, 


The Auxiliary Bible Societies at Amboyna and Penang, (or 
Prince of Wale’s Island,) as also the Branch at Malacca, are ac- 
cording to their respective means and opportunities, assisting to 
impart the holy Scriptures, in the native languages, to Christians 
and Heathens. 

The want of the Scriptures at Amboyna may be painfully infer- 
red, from the fact of a Malay Bible having in November, 1816, 
fetched, at a publick sale, forty-six Spanish dollars, (upward of 101, 
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sterling.) What provisions has been made, both in London and 
Calcutta, for remedying this want, has already been stated. 


PENANG. 


The Penang Bible Society commenced its proceedings, by or- 
dering a supply of the Scriptures in the English, Portuguese, Dutch, 
Malayan, Bengalee, Telinga, Persian, and Tamul Languages, from 
the depository of the Calcutta Auxiliary Bible Society; with which 
institution it was more particularly formed to co-operate, in order 
the better to realize its design of rendering the Island of Penang 
the medium of distributing the holy Scriptures among the more 
eastern islands and nations of Asia. 


MALACCA. 

From Malacca, the principal intelligence respects the print- 
ing and distribution of the Chinese Scriptures. 

The Rev. Dr. Morrison, early in last year, directed 9000 copies 
of his Chinese Translation on the New Testament, together with 
certain portions of the Pentateuch, translated by himself and the 
Rev. Mr. Milne to be printed at Malacca; not considering it pru- 
dent to print them at Canton. Of the proceeding editions, Mr. 
Milne had made avery extensive, and, iv many instances, success- 
ful distribution; particu'arly in Java, Penang and Malacca. 

In Penang, Mr. Milne estimates the number of Chinese settlers 
at 8000; and he observes, that ia the course of his distribution, he 
did not meet with one who did not thankfully receive a New Tes- 
tament from his hands. 

In Malacca Mr. Milne has found many openings for putting the 
Chinese Scriptures into circulation. By the communication which 
it maintains with those places in the Archipelago, where the Chi- 
nese reside, with various parts of Cochin-China and Siam, where 
multitudes of Chinese are settled; and even with three provinces 
of China itself; opportunities occur. of which Mr. Milne has dili- 
gently availed himself, and by a due use of which much good it is 
hoped may hereafter be accomplished. 

o forward an object of such magnitude and interest, your Com- 
mittee have granted an additional 1000/. and they feel persuaded, 
that in so doing, they shall obtain the hearty concurrence of every 
member of the society. 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 


To these Asiatick details your Committee have the satisfaction to 
add the pleasing and memorable fact, that a Bib'e Society has been 
formed at Sydney» in Port Jackson, under the designation of “The 
Auxiliary Bible Society of New South Wales” At the institution 
of this society (which took place on theta of March, 1817.) his 
excellency the governor, who presided, expla#med, to a numerons as 
sembly of officers, gentlemen, and private individuais, the nature of 
the proposed establishment, which he thought himself bound to sup- 
port, “as a man and a Christian.” The Rev. Sanuel Marsden, 
senior chaplain, his honour the judge Advocate, and otner respect 
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able individuals, took part‘in the proceedings; and the formation 
of the society was followed by some practical arrang: ments for car- 
rying its object into effect, as well as by a liberal subscription of 
more than 300/. Of this sum, 150/. have been remitted to your 
society, accompanied with a respectful communication from his 
excellency governor Macquarie: acknowledging the receipt of 4000 
Bibles and Testaments, sent out by your society for the use of the 
Colonists. “which,” adds the governor, “they stood greatly in need 
of, and will be most thankful to receive on any terms.” His ex- 
celler.cy gives at the same time an account of the judicious:-mea- 
sures which he had adopted for effecting their proper distribution. 
On the whole when it is considered under what circumstances, and 
for what end this remote settlement was formed. the degree of pros- 
perity which ‘t has attained, and the geographica! position which it 
occupies, your Committee cann t but regard the establishment of 
the New South Wales Auxiliary Bible Society as an event of cun- 
siderable moment; and anticipate, from its future operations, great 
moral benefit, not only to the Colony itself, but to the other parts of 
New Holland, and the adjacent islands, with which it may hereaf- 
ter cultivate a friendly communication. 
AFRICA. 

Atrica, though, from the peculiar circumstances of that continent, 
requiring, more than almost any portion of the globe, the sort of 
instruction which the Scriptures are designed to convey, has hither- 
to derived little benefit, comparatively, from the institution of Bible 
societies. By that at Sierra Leone, your Committee have reason 
to believe, as much has been done as its situation and circumstan- 
ces would allow; and it is some consolation, in the dearth of mate- 
rials from that Continent in general, to be able to state, that a con- 
tribution in gold-dust (amounting in pecuniary value to 10S/. 15s. 
7d.) has been transmitted from the officers of the Atrican Company, 
on the Gola Coast to promote the objects of your society. 

Encouraged by these appearances, to concurrence with the sure 
word of prophecy, your Committee will cherish a hope, that the day 
may not be distant, when the light, now hovering on the borders of 
this vast Continent, will penetrate into the interior; and dissipate 
the awful delusion under which nearly one hundred and fifty mil- 
lions of human beings do homage to the grossest idolatry, and the 
most demoralizing imposture. 

AMERICA. 

In America the cause continues to flourish; and the correspon- 
dents of your society report trom time to time, such particulars. as 
evince that the Scriptures are rising in estimation among a great 

roportion of the inhabitants of the northern division of that vast 
ontinent, and its contiguous Islands and Settlements. 
UNITED STATES. 

Under this head, a summary is given of the progress of Bible 
societies in this country—but having recently published the Report 
of our National Institution we pass over them: 

(To be continued. ) 
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DOMESTICK, 


AMERICAN MISSIONARY STATIONS AND MISSIONA- 
RIES. 


The American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, 


Was instituted in 1810, “for the purpose of propagating the gos- 
pe in heathen lands, and among those who are destitute of the know- 
edge of christianity, by supporting missionaries and. diffusing a 
knowledge of the holy Scriptures,” and is compose: at present of 
twenty-seven members, clergymen and laymen of different religious 
denominations, and residing in different parts of the American 
Union. It is especially provided, that at least “one quarter part of 
the annual income from the funds of the board skal! be appropriated 
to defray the expense of imparting tne holy Scripture to unevange- 
lized nations in their own languages; and the missionaries of the 
board are employed not only in preaching the gospe!, but als» in 
translating and superintending schools fer te general instruction 
of the young. t 

Hon. John Treadwell, esq. Farmington, Con. president; Rev. 
Samuel Spring, D. D. Newburyport, vice-president; Rev. Samuel 
Worcester, D. D. Salem, corresponding secretary; Rev. Calvin 
Chapin, Wethersfield, Con. recording secretary; Jeremiah Evarts, 
esq. Boston, treasurer. 


EAST INDIES. 
Bombay--1813. 


Gordon Hall, H. Bardwell, Samuel Newell, John Nichols, Allen 
Graves. 

Besides preaching the gospel daily, these missionaries are dili- 
gently engage! in translating the Scriptures into the native lan- 
guage—have published a large edition of the gospel of Matthew, and 
a tract composed of select portions of Scriptures—and have esta- 
blished schools in which they have four or five hundred heathen 
children, and one in which they have forty or fifty Jewish children 
under instruction. It is a most eligible station; the field is exten- 
sive; the prospects of the mission are highly encouraging. 


ISLAND OF CEYLON. 
Jaffna District.—Tillipally and Batticotta.—1816. 


Edward Warren, Benjamin C, Meigs, James Richards, Daniel 
Poor. 

‘The commencement of this mission has been auspicious. In ac- 
quiring the native language, in preaching,and in establishing schools, 
the missionaries have ardently emulated their brethren at Bombay; 
and they are making arrangements for printing an edition of the 
Scriptures in the Tamu! language. as translated by the venerable 
Danish missionaries in the last century. 
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AMERICAN ABORINGES. 
Brainerd, on ‘Chickamaugah Creek, Cherokee Nation.—1817. 
Ard Hoyt, D. 8S. Butrick, Wm. Chamberlain. 


Moody Hall, schoolmaster and assistant. 

In the mission family and school, there are already about fifty 
Cherokee children and youth of both sexes; and of the mission 
church five of the natives have already become exemplary members. 
In their school studies, and in their various exercises and labours 
for establishing habits of industry, and for general improvement in 
the arts of civilized life, the young Cherokees have surpassed the 
most sanguine expectations; and hitherto this infant establishment 
has been signally prospered and blest. 


Valo Busher, Choctaw nation. 
On the creek of this name, which is a branch of the Yazoo river, 
reparations are making for an establishment similar tu that in the 


herokee nation. 
The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury and Mr. Loring S. Williams and wife, 


left the mission house at Brainerd, (where Mr. Kingsbury had been 
superintendant, and Mr. Williams and his wife active assistants) 
for the Choctaw station, about the first of June; and about the mid- 
dle of the month, Messrs. Peter Kanouse, Moses Jewell, and John 
G. Canouse, embarked at New-York for New-Orleans, thence to 
ascend the Mississippi to the same station. 

Baptist Board of Foreign Missions for the United States. 


Was chosen by a convention of delegates from mission societies 
in nearly all the Atlantick states, at Philadelphia, May 14, 1814. 
The board consists of twenty-one members, and are elected trien- 
nially by the convention. 

Rev. Thomas Baldwin, D. D. Boston, president; Rev. William 
Staughton, D. D. Philadelphia, secretary; John Cauldwell, esq. 
New-York, treasurer. 

Rangoon.— Burmah.—1814. 


Adoniram Judson, jun. George H. Hough, 

Rev. James Coleman and Rev. Edward W. Wheelock, left Ame- 
rica to join this mission in November, 1817. The news of their ar- 
rival at the place of destination has not yet been received. 

Mr. Judson has experienced many trials and encountered great 
difficulties, but by the last accounts 1s prosecuting the object of his 
mission with diligence. He has published a tractin the language 
of Burmah, containing the first principles of the christian religion, 
and a catechism, both of which are now in circulation. 

St. Louis, West of the Mississippi.—1817. : 
J. M. Peck, J. E. Welch. 

These missionaries have it in view to collect information with re- 
spect to the Indian tribes scattered through the immense forests of 
tle west, and improve opportunities as they present, to impart the 
blessings of the gospel to regions far beyond them. 
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Cherokee Indians.—1817. 
Humphrey Posey. 

Four schools are in operation under the superintendance of this 
inissionary, and as opportunities offer, he is diligently employed in 
preaching both to the whites and Indians. ‘The schools are repre- 
sented to be ina very flourishing state. 

Wabash.—1817. 


Isaac M‘Coy. 


St. Francisville, near New-Orleans. 
James A. Ronaldson. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Andrew S. Morrison in Blount 
County, Tennesee, to the Editor of the Weekly Recorder, dated 
August 6th, 1818. 


“Dear Sirn—The spirit of anxiety respecting the great things of 
religion, manifested for some time past in this part of the country, 
is yet burning in the bosoms of many. In the course of this sum- 
mer, a number of additions have been made to the churches, and 
many more are labouring under’serious concern about their ever- 
lasting welfare. Although too many, gallio like, care for none of 
these things, yet many thoughtless youths have been strongly ex- 
cited, not only to attend on the preaching of the gospel, but to 
think for themselves on the solemn subject of their appearance be- 
fore the judgment bar of God. 

“A few days ago, we closed another meeting, perhaps as interest- 
ing as any heretofore attended in this part of the country. Nine- 
teen were admitted to communion for the first time, giving hopeful 
evidences of a work of grace in their hearts. Most of them are 
fruits of the late awakenings of the grace of the Lord. Appearan- 
ces are encouraging and animating to pious minds in our religious 
assemblies. 

‘“‘When the establishment of Sabbath schools was first proposed, 
and some exertions were made to bring them into operation, a con- 
derable reluctance to the admission of the poor fettered slave to the 
privilege of learning to read the word of God was manifested in 
this quarter. Now the Sabbath schools are almost every where 
crowded with poor blacks; many of whom make greater progress 
in tearning by one day’s attention, than many whites by attending 
school the whole week. 





“Our licentiate, (Geo. M. Erskine) a man of colour, seems not 
to disappoint the expectations on his first appearance in the pulpit, 
and great hopes are entertained of his future usefulness in the 
church. 

“A great proportion of our country yet lies in the wilds of ignor- 
ance and dessolation; and while the missionary flame prompts 
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to seek the lost heathen and gather them into the fold, I most de- 
voutly pray that our kindsmen after the flesh may not be forgotten. 
Although there is a missionary institution here, the funds are so 
low, and missionaries so few, that thousands are perishing for lack 
of knowledge; and perish they must, if those whose hearts are warm- 
ed with the love of God and their fellow-men, do not come to the 
help of the Lord against the mighty.” 


i See 


Extract of a letter from Rev. John Clark to the Editor, dated 
Paterson Putnam Co. N.Y. July 27, 1818. 


On the second Sabbath in last month, God was pleased to pour 
out his spirit in this place, in a most glorious manner. Yesterday 
thirty-one were received into the church as the fruits of this awa- 
kening, and as many more have been made to hope in God. The 
work is still progressing. | Week. Ree. 


—2 +e 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


SOLOMON’S TEMPLE. 


The following will, perhaps, be interesting to the christian reader, 
as well as useful; by showing the difference of one’s own zeal for 
christianity and that of the Israelites for their religion; ‘for by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” I was, indeed, astonished at the incre- 
dible expense of the building of king Solomon’s Temple, and have 
no doubt many others will be likewise, when they see the estimate; 
in A which, I have followed chiefly the computation of Villal- 
pandus. 





Dimensions of the Ark and Temple. 


Length of the ark 300 cubits (equal to 450 feet;) breadth 50 cubits, 
(76 feet,) height 30 cubits, (45 feet.) Length of the house which 
king Solomon built for the Lord, 60 cubits, (90 feet,) breadth 20 
cubits, (30 feet.) height 120 cubits, (180 feet.) 


Computation of costs, vessels, vestments, &c. of the Temple. 


By Villalpandus’ computation of the talents of gold, silver and 
brass, laid out upon the temple, the sum amounts to 9,994,822,3501, 
sterling, and the jewels are reckoned to exceed this sum; but we will 
estimate them at the same amount. The vessels of gold (vasu aurea) 
consecrated to the use of the temple, are reckoned by Josephus 
140,000 talents, which according to Capel’s reduction of the tables 
contained in them, amounted to 545,296,203/. sterling. ‘The ves- 
sels of silver (vasa argentea) 1,340,000, computed at four hundred 
and eighty-nine millions, three hundred and forty-four thousand 
pounds sterling. Priests’ vestments of silk, 10,0001. sterling. Pur- 
ple vestments for singers, 2,000,000/. ‘Trumpets, 200,000/. 
Other musical instruments, 40,000/. Besides these expenses, 
there were those of other materials, viz. Timber and stones, 
hewn and costly: and of 10,000 men per month in Lebanon to 
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hew down timber (silvicide;) 70,000 to bear burthen oot 
20,000 to hew stones (capicidinw;) and 3,300 overseers, (episcopi; 
who were all employed for 7 years; to whom besides their wages 
and diet Solomon bestowed 6,733,9771. sterling, (denum Solomonis.) 
Now if we estimate the wages and diet, of their men at 4s. 6d. ster- 
ling per diem, the sum, will be 93,877,088. The costly stones and 
the timber in the rough, I will count equal to one third of the gold, 
or at about 2,545,296,000/. sterling. The several estimates will 
then amount to 17,442,442,268/. sterling, which is equal to 77,521,- 
965,636 dollars. 

In order to give those who are not well skilled in numbers, an 
idea of the value of this sum, I will illustrate it by one example: 
Suppose the city of Philadelphia to contain 15,000 houses, (the pre- 
cise number I have no means of ascertaining at present) and each 
house to be worth 30,000 dollars; the value of all the houses will 
be $450,000,000—now divide the cost of the Temple, $17,521,965,- 
636, by this 450,000,000, the quotient is 172}, nearly, which is the 
number of cities, equal to Philadelphia, that might be built for the 
money laid out upon the Temple! Or, if we conceive the city to 
be extended from N. E. to S. W. allowing Philadelphia to extend 
four and a quarter miles along the Delaware, we shall then have 
one continued city 775 miles, (and equal in breath to Philadelpia) 
sufficient to reach from Maine to Virginia along the coast. 


‘ J. HOLT. 


THE HEATHEN. 


The Rev. Mr. Beecher, in his sermon delivered in Park-street 
church, at the ordination of a number of missionaries to the hea- 
then, makes the following pathetick appeal to his audience:— 

“If the gospel would be no blessing to the heathen, it is none to 
us. If their superstitions are as salutary to them in their moral in- 
fluence as the gospel would be, they would be as great a blessing to 
us as the gospel is. 

Make the exchange then, ye who profess such charity and phi- 
lantrophy towards the heathen. Give them your bible, and pastors, 
and Sabbaths; and receive their idol gods, and brahmins, and reli- 
gious rites. Demolish the temples of Jehovah; and rear up to roll 
through your streets the car of Juggernaut, besmeared with blood of 
human sacrifice,” and covered withemblems of pollution. Put out 
the Sun of Righteousness and bring back the darkness visible. 
Kindle up the fires that shall consume annually, in a circumference 
of thirty miles, two hundred and seventy-five widows on the dead 
bodies of their husbands, and leave behind thousands of children, 
doubly orphans. Welcome to your shores the religion which shall 
teach your children, when you are sick, te lay you down by the 
cold river side ta die; and when their mothers shall shrink from 
the glowing flame, with their own hands to thrust them in. Wel- 
come to your hearts a religion which shall teach you to entice your 
smiling children to the waves, and plunge them in, to attract by 
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their cries the sympathy of strangers, or to perish, and become the 
food of alligators. Welcome to your hearts a religion which, if sin 
shall annoy, and the fear of punishment invade, will send you to 
drink of the waters that lave your shores, and wash in their flood 
as your most effectual remedy. Fill your houses with Indian gods 
of brass, and’ wood, and stone; and blow the trumpet of jubilee at 

our emancipation from the Gospel; and shout before your idols, 
“These be thy gods, O Israel!” 


i 


BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 


The Baptist Board of Foreign Missions have just concluded their 
session in New York. The object of their deliberations has been 
the establishment of a theological seminary, on an extensive scale. 
They are calling in the aid of their churches generally throughout 
the union, and have appointed several ministers to travel through 
the states and obtain subscriptions and collections. The institution 
will go into partial operation during the approaching fall and winter. 
In April next, it is expected that it will be fully organized. 


—_ 


SABBATH SCHOOLS IN PENNSYLVANIA. 


Sabbath Schools are in successful operation in Sunbury, Danville, 
Milton, and Berwick, Penn, principally taught by females. Res- 
ecting the latter place, a missionary writes, “There is a very lau- 
dable ambition among the scholars to improve their time, and they 
have made very satisfactory attainments in their appropriate studies. 
The feelings of parents and children are now greatly enlisted in 
favor of the school. The good effects of it are manifest in the order 
and decorum of the children on the Sabbath day. Now instead of 
devoting its sacred hours to play and amusement, they are found in 
the church, or in treasuring up religious truth preparatory to the 
school.” . 

In Northumberland, Penn. the Ladies have formed a Sabbath 
school, a Bible Society, and a Tract Society; upwards of 3000 
Tracts have been distributed by the latter. 

A letter from Rev. Hutchins Taylor, states that “a great appa- 
rent change for the better, in various respects has taken place in 
Berwick, Penn. and vicinity. ‘The ordinances of the gospel have 
assumed an unusual degree of importance in the minds of the peo- 
ple generally.” 

A female Foreign missionary Society, auxiliary to the Board of 
Commissioners, has been established at Berwick, Penn. and an 
annual subscription of 25 dollars made. 

A new church was to have been opened in Northumberland, Penn. 
the 30th Aug. Services to bein German and English alternately. 

On Wednesday week, Mr. Benjamin C. Grafton was solemnly 
ordained to the service of the Gospel Ministry, at the second Bap- 
tist meeting house in Providence. Having received an offer from 
the Baptist Church and society at West Cambridge, (Mass.) Mr. G. 
is about to remove with his family to that place, and to be settled 
as the pastor of that church. 
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A spacious edifice, for the people of colour, in communion with 
the Protestant Episcopal church is in considerable {forwardness at 
New-York. The architect and mechanics employed in its erection 
are all Africans, and the funds for this object were chiefly subscri- 
bed by themselves. ¥ 

Complaints are made at Philadelphia of the practice of “purcha- 
sing and selling cattle on the Sabbath, and driving them through the 
publick streets.” There appears to be a law of the city against 
such “disreputable” conduct on this holy day.” 


——[—— 


EXCELLENCE OF THE GOSPEL. 


Is it bigotry to believe the sublime truths of the Gospel with full 
assurance of faith? [ glory in such bigotry: I would not part with it 
for a thousand worlds: I congratulate the man who is possessed of 
it; for amidst all the vicissitudes and calamities of the present state, 
that man enjoys an inexhaustible fund of consolation, of which it 
is not in the power of fortune todeprive him. ; 

There is not a book on ear favourable to all the kind, and 
all the sublime affections, or so@ntriendly to hatred and persecu- 
tion, to tyranny, injustice, and every sort of malevolence, as the 
Gospel. It breathes nothing throughout but mercy, benevolence 
and peace. Brattis. 


a 


THE PROVIDENCE OF GOD IN THE SEASONS. 


By the late President Dwight. 


How pleasing is thy voice, 
O Lord, our Heavenly King, 
That bids the frosts retire, 
And wakes the lovely spring! 
The rains return, 
The ice distils, 
And plains and hills 
Forget to mourn. 


The lofty mountains stand, 
Establish’d by thine arm; 
Thy voice the ocean stills, 
he tumult, and the storin 
Thro’ earth and skies 
With terrour spread, 
Thy tokens dread 
All lands surprise. 


The morn, with glory crown’d, 
Thy hand arrays in smiles; 

Thou bid’st the eve decline, 
Rejoicing, o’er the hills, 
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‘Soft suns ascend: 
The miid wind blows; 
And beauty glows 

To earth’s far end. 


Thou mak’st the pastures green; 
‘Uhou call’st the flocks abroad; 
The springing cornu prociaims 
Tne footsteps of our God. 
Both bird and beast 
Partake thy care, 
And, happy, share 
The general feast. 





Thy showers makeggoft the fields; 

n every side behold 

The ripening harvest wave . 
Their loads of rithest gold! 


The labourers si 
With cheer oie, 
And, blest, rejoice 
In God, their King. 


The thunders is his voice 
- His arrows blazing fires; 
He glows in yonder sun, 
And smiles in starry choirs, 
The balmy breeze 
His breath perfumes; ; 
His beauty blooms 
In flowers and trees. 


With life He clothes the spring? 
The earth with summer warms; 
He spreads the autumnal feast, 
And rides in wintry storms. 
His gifts divine 
Thro’ all appear: 
And round the year 
His glories shine. 


—_——__—— 
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